DC EVACUATION PLANNING

By Car

The D.C. Department of Transportation has placed 800 green road signs throughout the city marking outbound evacuation routes, or "event routes," and inbound routes for emergency vehicles. The two-by-three-foot traffic signs point the way to the 14 major roads that lead out of the city. The outbound signs display an arrow, the interstate route symbol for the Capital Beltway, or the words "to Virginia" or "to Maryland." 

Inbound signs show images of monuments. Maryland and Virginia are also completing plans to place signs along the evacuation corridors, which will extend until they intersect with the Beltway at 26 points. 
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The major public routes leading out of the District include Canal and Benning roads; Constitution, Wisconsin, Connecticut, Georgia, Rhode Island, New York, Kenilworth and Pennsylvania avenues; 16th Street NW; Interstates 295 and 395; and Key Bridge. 

Pennsylvania Avenue will serve as a dividing line for the evacuation of the downtown area between Rock Creek Park and the Capitol. If an evacuation is ordered, those north of Pennsylvania Avenue should head north; those south should head south. 

No vehicles will be allowed to cross Pennsylvania Avenue NW during an emergency evacuation, according to the D.C. Department of Transportation. Even if some routes home seem indirect, officials say, drivers should stick to them and obey traffic officers to keep vehicles moving. 

City engineers estimate that under their improved evacuation plan, it would take the approximately 800,000 vehicles traveling in the city daily about two or three hours to leave, depending on the conditions. The massive exodus of vehicles from the District on Sept. 11, 2001, took about three and a half hours, according to DDOT officials. 

DDOT officials say they are continuing work on regional evacuation plans with other transportation authorities from Maryland and Virginia. 

By Metro

Metro officials say they are coordinating emergency and evacuation plans with the Metropolitan Washington Council of Governments, local jurisdictions, and fire and police departments. Officials say they are confident that in the event of an emergency, they will be able to respond and move people out of the affected area. 

By Maryland Commuter Trains

Amtrak and CSX Transportation operate and dispatch MARC train service and own the tracks on which the three MARC lines run. In the case of the MARC Penn Line, Amtrak would take the lead on setting emergency procedures in the event of any incidents on their tracks. In the case of the Brunswick and Camden Lines, CSX Transportation would take the lead. 

MARC train services has an average daily ridership of about 25,000 people a day, and about 12,500 people a day ride throughout Maryland. Upon determination by Amtrak and CSX personnel that dispatch MARC trains, MARC could operate to key stations if trains could not access Union Station. That would allow customers to use Metro trains to get to suburban stations where they could access a MARC train. 

By Virginia Railway Express

VRE said it has updated its emergency crisis manual, but it would not release details. 


